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EMBODIMENT OF VAISHNAVISM

(SRI. D. RAMASWAMI IYENGAR, ADVOCATE, MADRAS.)

It has been said that a true Vaishnavite lives for one or more of threa

- objects. The first of them is to teach to others the principles, precepts, and

practices of Sri Vaishnavism and to propagate on proper lines Srivaishnava
philosophy and religion. The next is to write and publish treatises embodying
for the benefit of generations to come the great principles and lofty ideals of
that Siddanta and Sampradaya. And the third is to reve! in the enjoymen$ of
the Archa forms of the Lord in Temples dedicated to His worship and consec-

| rated by the mystic outpourings of the Alwars, If there is one person, who has
| attained and achieved in a very large measure all the aforesaid three objects of

a true Vaishnavite's life, that person is Sri Prathivadi Bhayankaram Annangara-

~ chariar Swami of Kancheepuram, whose Sastiabdapurti is being celebrated Dees e

n—‘n.n;

~ by all Vaishnavites this month. His reputation as a profound scholar in the y; .-,

seripbures, Sanskrit and Tamil, and as a brilliant lecturer on religious topics s pcus!

is so wide that it is unnecessary to dwell upon it here. The services he has ;{-’f‘-'-n-i
4 IM!
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rendered to the cause of Vaishpavism throughout Bharata Varsha and in a |

marked measure in Madras State, not to speak of Madras City as a separate
unit, are unparalelled in recent years. He has carried the banner of
Vaishnavism to distant Badari in the north and to Cape Comorin in the south.
Wherever he goes, he becomes a centre of a wide range of activities in regard
to religion. In his own place, Kancheepuram, he has established a Patasala
and a Publishing House. The Vidyarthis turned out of the former and the
books issued from the latter bear eloguent testimony not only to his zeal in the
cause of religion but to his capacity for organisation and sustained endeavour.
It is difficult to name another person to day who spends more of his time each
day for religious propaganda. Endowed with indefatigable energy, the Swami
works for almost 16 or more hours per day and all in the cause of the Vaishnavite
religion. Among the great gifts that God has endowed the Swami with,
particular menticn has to be made about his voica which with its volume and
cadence has enabled him to keep spell-bound large audiences for hours on end.
In matter and manner the Swami's lectures have set a standard in recent
times. His mastery of Telugu has enabled him to convey the message of
Ubhaya Vedanta to Telugu-speaking persons also. Inregard to the publications-
he must have some hundreds to his ¢redit—there is none to beat him either for
the quickness with which he writes and publishes, or for the knowledge that he
brings to bear on any topic dealt with by him. The topics themselves ara so
varied and diverse, at least they were very varied and diverse in the earlier
days. Controversy had always a fascinatien and grip over the mind of the
Swami and for that reason a lot of not very pleasant literature has come into
being both by and in respect of the Swami. As can be expected, the Swami’s
powerful personality has been the target for hostile and adverse criticism from

several quarters. It must be said to his credit that he never felt vanquished
in any verbal warfare and would always have the last word on any subjcet,-

there have beon several sueh,-in a very telling manner. All that apart, the
service that he has rendered and is rendering to the cause of Vaishnavism is
immeasurable. The thanks and gratitude of several thousands of Vaishnavites

all over the country are being paid to him in ever increasing measure. The

prayer of those thousands of Vaishnavites will go up on this special occasion

of the celebration of the Swami’s Sastiabdapurthi, that God may be pleased in
His boanty to preserve the Swami for several more decades, full of energy and

enthusiasm even as on the present day, to serve well and truly the case of true
Vaishnavigm.

D, RAMASWAMY.
(@55 pmdle snuren s flar siflp Gurfl Quwiiy QBT DI.)
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